


GUN LAWS IN US BECOME 
STRICTER, FOR THE 

SAFETY OF 
CIVILIANS AFTER ALL 

THESE TRAGEDIES, OR 
SHOULD GUNS 

•• BE READILY
AVAILABLE TO GIVE 

PROTECTION FROM 
THE ENEMIES? 

. SAMIHA MATIN 

O
n April 20 1999, an 
otherwise inauspicious day,
 two seniors armed themselves 

with shotguns, semi-
automatic handguns, and knives, and 
headed toward their high school in 
Colorado. They killed twelve students 
and injured more than twenty, 

• originally planning to detonate bombs 
throughout the entire school and blow 
it to bits. There's little left to say about 
the first mass murder shooting at a US 
school campus: the debate about guns 
continues to this day, and it seems that 
such tragedies can never be fully 
prevented from occurring ever again.
     Nearly a decade later, in 2007, at 
Virginia Tech, a university, the same 
thing happened, with nearly thirty-
two students and teachers killed. ·Before 
killing himself, the shooter paid tribute 
to the two Columbine High murderers. 
The former massacre had created a 
notorious legacy of its own: more than 
50 copycat attacks had been attempted 
since. Most recently in 2012, at a 
movie theatre during the premiere 
of The Dark Knight Rises and then 
the most shocking and disturbing one 
at Sandy Hook elementary school in 
Connecticut, where a twenty-year-old 
man armed with military weapons fired 
at groups of children, aged between five 
and ten. He had killed his own mother 
earlier and then later committed 
suicide at the· school.
The primary consequences of these 
mass murder shootings are the constant 
broadcastings of heartbroken families 
and the president rushing off to provide 
comfort, and promising that this is the 
final time something like this will ever

happen in America again. The face_s of

the multiple victims, who had their lives 
ahead of them, are suddenly all gone in 
a whir of a moment. But the debates and 
heated discussions continue as the 
American public divides into two. 

Shouldn't gun laws become stricter, 
for the safety of civilians after all these 
tragedies, or should guns be readily 
available to give protection from the 
eneinies?Why is it so easy for anyone in 

America to buy a gun, with no need for 
background checks, especially consid­
ering its history of notorious mass 
murder shootings? Should teachers at 
school be armed with guns, and what 
evidence is there not one of them would 
point it a student? After the Connecticut 
shooting Lle Pierre (manager of National 
Rifle Association of America) said, 'The 
only thing that stops a bad guy with a 
gun is a good guy with a gun,' but is that 
what will be the solution to stop gun 
violence: more guns? Even the concept 
sounds ludicrous. And most importantly, 
why isn't America banning military 
assault weapons from being brought by 
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its citizens? And then the spotlight falls 
onto the murderers themselves. They 
were bullied, oppressed, psychologically 
depressed and took out their anger out 
on anyone who crossed their paths. But 
does the blame for their actions solely 
fall upon themselves or do the parents, 
the teachers, violence entertainment all 
take a share as well? Then there's the slow 
unfolding of their lives and personalities 
b�fore they committed the heinous 
cnmes. 

Most are found to have symptoms of 
severe mental disorders and have often 
displayed bouts of violence from their 
early childhood days. Hasn't anyone 
ever bothered or noticed to check them 
into an asylum or provided them with 
any sort of help needed? Also, the way 
American media constantly upgrades 
about the tragedies have people from 
all walks of life glued to their televisions, 
as these massacres sadly become a part 
of popular culture, and even movies and 
songs about them are made. Even 
somewhat farf etched topics like certain 
books and musicians creating rebellious 
streaks in the readers and audience come 
into the picture. The ratings in televi­
sions increase overnight and to another 
psychopath lurking in the corners this 
is a chance to take to the streets with 
armed weapons. 

But the main, simple question is 
getting lost through all these debacles 
that associate with the tragedies in the 
months and years afterwards. After all 
these massacres, why isn't America 
taking adequate actions to prevent these 
shootings? If Columbine or Connecticut 
massacres weren't enough, what will take 
America to initiate the steps of restricting 
its gun laws and making it a safer place 

• for everyone?

The writer Is a student of 

Sunbeams School 
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Morning Walks in Erlangen, Germany 
graceful tranquility existed in the early winter morn­
ings in Erlangen, the little town situated a few kilo­
metres off Nuremberg in Germany. The air  

refreshingly cold, my overcoat soon became dew sodden as I 
stood for a few seconds on the sidewalk with my camera in my 
hands. 

The streets were pin-drop silent except for the slight rustling 
of a few leaves visible in the bare trees. As my camera went to 
capture the peaceful scenery, all at once several mockingbirds 
echoed the click sound to an almost mystical elevation. I knew 
right then that the walks were bound to get interesting. 

Cars and bicycles were parked idly on the roads, as the· 
indolent residents of the town went on in their deep slumbers. I 
loved to walk on those quiet mornings, memorising the soft 
echoes of my footsteps as I strolled along the clean pavements 
and headed for t he small park in the centre of town. 

It would always be deserted in the early dawn and I would 
� choose a seat on one of the wooden chairs beneath a shady 

tree and breathe in the fresh air. My journal seldom kept me in 
ardent company, as I scribbled a few lines or jotted some topsy­
turvy ideas on it now and then. However, the moment only felt 
right to just to sit there quietly; watch morning advance and 
wait patiently for the grey skies to clear up and transform into a 
light blue hue. 

I enjoyed gazing at the scenery as the sun slowly shone and 
its rays gleamed on the golden green grass. I remember think­
ing how remarkably cold it still felt afterwards as I hastened to 
tighten my scarf arot111d my neck and watch my breaths come 
out in little wisps of smoke. A few toddlers and their parents 
would come later on, the children chattering as they clam­
bered over the slides and see-saws. 

If they caught me looking, they would always smile their 
friendly smiles and I would politely smile back. During one 
walk, I could not help but stare at an adorable dog that this old 
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lady was walking, and as soon as she caught my eye, she 
started speaking in her soft musical voice -- a stream of fluent 
German. I could not understand a word of it, but neither could I 
sfop smiling. A friendly vibe exists here. 

The shops in the corner of Erlangen town, all lined on the 
same street, were adorned with Christmas decorations, gar­
lands and festoons. A smell of freshly baked bread and rolls, 

and a whiff of gingerbread being taken out from a hot oven, 
mixed with the spicy scent of freshly ground coffee, emanated 
from the bakery shop as I watched people dressed in their 
trench coats walking hurriedly along the streets, on their way 
to work. 

I enjoyed ambling into the small but seemingly endless 
department store at the corner of the street, with a wine shop 
next to it, filled with thousands of colourful glass bottles piled 
from the floor to the ceiling. And I loved the walk around it so 
that I could head off to the forest behind the beige-coloured 
independent houses, wit h  their pruned gardens of gnomes 
and statues. 

A bridge led over to the quiet, deserted forest and then a 
long way off to a canal. The evergreen trees held their canopy 
over the winding pathways, covered by bushes and brambles 
that continued towards the horizon. The sweet musical 
chirpings of the birds and the scampering of squirrels provided 
solace to my solitary walk. 

The ripples of the water in the canal fell into a rhythmical 
sync as the wind softly blew strands of grass and flowers in the 
air. In the distance I could see narrow meandering roads above 
mounds of earth covered in green grass, whilst around me 
remained an unimaginableand yet comfortable silence. 

Vaguely, the memories of my mind reached out to the lines 
of a poem that I had once read as a child - The Brooke' by Lord 
Tennyson. The pitter-patter of thedelightful and simple poetry 
that talked about a river's journey across the countryside 
hummed a distant tune in my ears, as I stood there for a long 
time, loving that I was so far away from the hustle and bustle of 
city life. Until slowly but surely my stomach grumbled and I had 
to turn back for breakfast, feeling satisfyingly and plainly 
happy. 

By Samiha Matin 

ADVANSED 
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N recent times, scarves and mufflers 
have become prominent fashion staples. 
For many, particularly women, they are 
the perfect accessory to add an elegant, 
retro, or chic touch to an outfit. Available 
in a variety of colours and patterns, they 
effortlessly refresh everyday looks.  

During winter, they serve the practical 
purpose of keeping us warm, making them a 
necessary addition when heading outdoors. 
Clothing stores across the city now stock a 
wide range of fashionable scarves and 
mufflers to suit all tastes—from simple 
cotton styles to luxurious cashmere and silk 
blends. These items remain in high demand

 throughout the year, not just in colder 
months. 

Personally, I find a scarf easier to wear 
than a long shawl. It adds classiness to an 
outfit and, in warmer weather, makes for a 
stylish and practical substitute. Compact 
and easy to handle, scarves pair beautifully 
with T-shirts, fatuas, jeans, and more. 

What’s especially appealing is how 
versatile they are. A long scarf complements 
jeans and a coat when draped traditionally 
with a simple knot. For a cozier look, try the 
double wrap: loop it twice around your neck 
and shoulders and let it hang loose. Thin, 
long scarves can be tied in a double knot for 
added texture—ideal for plain designs. 

mu 

Thin, long scarves can be tied in a double 
knot for added texture—ideal for plain 
designs. Another stylish option is to loosely 
fluff the scarf around the neck, which works 
wonderfully with office attire.

In summer, lightweight silk scarves shine as 
the perfect accessory. They can be styled as a 
bow tie, twisted over one shoulder, wrapped 
around the neck with multiple knots, or even 
tied in the hair. Scarves truly invite creativity—
and with countless online tutorials available, 
experimenting with new styles has never been 
easier.

ers 

Scarves and mufflers aren’t just for 
women, either. They can elevate men’s 
fashion, too—think of how Benedict 
Cumberbatch’s signature muffler and 
trench coat combination in Sherlock adds 
to his sharp look (though yes, the 
cheekbones and blue eyes certainly 
help!).
      So if you’re looking to refresh your 
style, get creative with your favourite 
scarves and mufflers.

By Samiha Matin 



'Our country is supposed to be a constitutional democracy, but our supreme legis­
lative body, Jatiya Sangsad apparently functions more like a king's court rather than 
facilitating the dialect leading to actual democratic laws. ' 
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ere 
work together to develop this country, _ ers ratherthan a collection of individ- homes or stepping out of their safety 
instead of using violence as the only uals elected to represent the common zone and risking their lives to get 
route? • _ _ _ _ _ __ - _ people. Perhaps the .ultimate irony their business done. As if this was not 

• SOMEONE once told me that what
makes Bangladesh - so special is its -

. • Samiha Matin _ ip. this democratic predicament is enough, the main opposition party 
-• • - Dhaka - the justification provided for • article has declared a 72-hour hartal, begin- • 

70, the apparent need to safeguard ning from today. This _ is simply outra­
against comiption, • to prevent mem- geous! -_ simple p�ople, wh� live in its rural, King's court in the poverty-fill�d confines and yet re- -

mai� content �t� their seldom, mea- .. COLI ntry 
gre Joys of their hves. These - are the • • • 

- people who get satisfied and joyous IN THIS era of turmoil and political
over .the little things and even smile_ strife, people seem to have resorted to

bers from joining other parties for I don't think this· occurs prior to 
personal gains. It is intriguing that elections in any other country across 
someone at some point in time came the world. People are sick and tired of 
to the conclusion that politicians in - the obsession our politicians -nurture 
- Bangladesh • cannot be trusted, and towards hartals. -
accordingly decided that, to protect _ During a meeting with business­
the greater good, democracy _has to be -men, Khaleda Zia sought alternatives 
crippled. • 

• 
to hart al to· demonstrate -th�ir -opposi-

-An inhigued citizen tion against the government. _Why is
Dhaka .she or her party not concerned about 

-at the harshest of times. This Bangla- the practice of burning cars and van­
desh was made for them-for these _ dal_ising property to make their voices
people who forever-remain in hopes heard. Our country is supposed- to be 
that something good is going to come _ a constitutional democracy, but -our 
out of all the bloody battles and the , supreme legislative body, Jatiya Sang- • ' 
disasters that seem to perpetually • sad apparently functions more like a 

• torment them. • These are the people • king's _ court rather, .- than facilitating
• who live their simple lives, asking the _ dialect leading to actual demo"

for nothing more and getting)ittle in • cratic laws. _ • 
return when calamity strikes them. - Due • to fettering -_ discretions of
If they can do so, why can't we, the power like article 70 of the constitu� 

Our lives revolve 
around hartals 

the opposition of the masses to har- -
tals called by their party? _ • - The country is undergoing such a 
difficult phase and our honourable· 
prime minister seems hardly - con­
cerned at the plight of the people. --_ 

_ so-called 'educated' segment of this _ tion, _ the -_ government becomes more 
nation-negotiat_e on something and - of a· mass of legally bound soothsay" 
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WE JUST had 60"hour· hartals for 
two· consecutive weeks, imprisoning 
people within the four walls of their 

• Pinky Hossein
Chittagong 
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I Menace of bullymg. • • t, ___ ,:,':i•.•,• .. • _ I • The other day I was surfing through the 'IV channels

� !1 when a documentary on CNN titled "The Bully F_ � Effect" caught my attention. The documentary fol- ' 
t lows the journey of a father whose son died due to 8 � ����ra:go��:��a�!���:i �e:i�s

1:�e:�!1�v:a���;:� J 
•�1i in America. The organisation became quite success- I ·. ji • f uland famous after visiting numerous schools. r !'1·· Onde particulatchevent of the dof· cuthmentarydwhich �.•- � move me so mu was when a a er aske every- \.ti: - ��� ��::;�:t!1�e�ug�t�t;:, t�:tsa::::��;� � -/ _ everyone raised their hands. f: • � In w�stern countries children, however, have the [} / • privilege to reach out to organisations for help. In f � our country the issue of bullying is ignored by teach- l 

Ii ers, guardians and all. Parents and teachers seem to �i tj - be insensitive when it comes to dealing with these I\ · 1\ _ matters, and children don't find it reliable to confess 1to them in fear of being rejected by the peers. wIt's _ absolutely necessary that· parents, teachers [
l and the authorities concerned become aware of I 
- I bullying and work together to remove this social evil t��t�n::� • J once and for all.: - t,i_],._. -'.1 - Samiha Matin -_ ·_

�= ::!� 1- -- Utt4ra, Dhak�' I 
fu I �:�:�; � MiStakes in school l 

;.�fe :� 11! !����:!, daily Protbom Alo, a few days I 
T either to \ • ago , the textbooks meant for the school students . I� �hr,1_wchhi

th

che, l ... �--::''•_l:1
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published by NGfB are full of E:!rrors.: '.fhe higher f , ;1 tri"athematics book pres:cribed for: the _ students' of -1. ·e accused class IX and X contains as many'.as 81 errors! The _ --depends rdeddington to be ermining proactive )f dispro� an inten­rash and 

books of other subjects of the same dasses such as: - �_;_i, •• general mathematics and chemistry· also _ contain k- numerous errors. it has been also reported that the • [:editors and authors of the textbooks are paid a pahry -__ f, __ �,_[.,::_•. ­sum of honor�rium for their- job. ½'hile NCTB is :· 
spending crores oftaka in.publishing books, it is n.ot ·t - giving the editors the honorarium thefdeserve. - - - _- _ f�:We hope the institution will make �ure that stu- 1{ - ·dents get error-free textbooks,frorrithenext year. - -- t
Zabed Wali - - - ii:capacity Chittagong to poten"'
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;Although the Quran has given men and _women . I equal rights, biologically men ;i.'nd'women ate dif,/· i; ferent and therefore their responsibiliti�s • are also> i different. Ifs .essential for every MusHm'to urip.er_;: -_ ·t -stand that every Ayat of the Quranh_asa, cont'.¢. ; : _--_ Ii • Recently in Iran the religious leader caticelled ilie".>i
I . seat· of Nina Siahkali Moradi,_ who wo� �he, dty< ·r·.· .• i. ::�::� b��":ii'tr!,e;:�t:?$!\�d t::::�;z�, ';I - - - , - i -.,; )�l 'B�at1:t#uV:.da\�d2s�os-2-_�-!0) _ ;.·_.-;,:_.),f:/.f.�,co;r·f• -� y:-1:t "T,bj�.sour:ids �"trangel espec�ally whei:i-,� parte{ 1;11e' :�lf days to.- l 'world.1s stni.gglmg to empower women. I he Mushm • t:ssion has 

- t wodd also needs to think about empowtnrig tsion. For - •� women. They should make policies to uplift·_ l med will -- ) Women's status. • .,. 
���:• l ::lt:,turnani 
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e Catcher in the Rye 
SAMIHA MATIN 

A
One book that certainly 
provided me with a fresh 
perspective is J.D. Salinger’s

1951 masterpiece, The Catcher in 
the Rye, which I have to admit I 
became quite enthralled with and 
couldn’t stop re-reading.

Selling over 65 million copies, 
this American classic has been 
controversial ever since its 
publication due to its frequent 
use of profane language and its 
association with several 
assassinations—the most famous
being that of John Lennon, whose 
killer, Mark Chapman, read a 
paragraph from the book at the 
crime scene.

The novel focuses on themes 
such as teenage rebelliousness and 
isolation, which are well portrayed 
through the relatable protagonist, 
Holden Caulfield, whose telling of 
the story is always engaging and 
often humorous. The story starts 
when the seventeen-year-old is 
expelled from his elite school, 
Pencey Prep, after failing four of his 
five subjects. Holden, however, 
passes English and admits he loves 
reading a lot of books, his favorite 
authors being his

.,, � .t�}

elder brother D.B and Ring Lardner.    
 Holden has previously dropped 
out of three other schools, 
blaming the “phoniness” of those
places. Before returning home for 
Christmas, he visits his history 
teacher, Mr. Spencer, who tries to 
knock some sense into him after 
Holden wrote a note on his exam 
paper reassuring Spencer that it 
wasn’t his fault that he had failed.
Holden returns to his dorm that 
night but ultimately ends up 
leaving Pencey Prep after getting 
into a scuffle with his roommate, 
who mocks Holden’s writing
about his dead brother Allie’s
baseball glove. The novel then 
follows Holden’s days in New
York City before he returns home.

He goes from bar to bar, getting 
drunk, and then to a theatre 
where he meets up with an old 
girlfriend, whom he impulsively 
tries to persuade to run away with 
him. Holden also hires a prostitute 
at the hotel where he stays one 
night, but she leaves when he 
desperately wants only to talk 
after realizing she is his own age. 
Although appearing confident 
around people, Holden slowly 
descends into depression as he 
encounters "phonies" almost

almost everywhere and tries his best 
not to become one. Holden is 
often seen reminiscing about his 
dead brother Allie and his little 
sister Phoebe, with whom he 
shares a close bond. It is to 
Phoebe he ultimately confesses 
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his dream of becoming a "catcher 
in the rye," where he would stand 
atop a cliff, in a field of rye, 
surrounded by only children, 
catching them before they fall.
   Catcher in the Rye can best 
described as an iconic classic. Holden 
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Holden may often seem helpless 
and desperate, but you end up 
liking and relating to him more 
than you might imagine. What is 
perceptive about this novel is how 
it gives us glimpses of anyone 
battling in the real world 

• • 

while trying to hold onto their 
innocence and childhood moral 
values. The Catcher in the Rye, I 
would say, is a must read for 
any ;adolescent or adult. 

The writer is a student of Sunbeams 

School 
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Symphony slim and smart 
technological revolution of smart phones and apps, This 3G supported smart phone boasts 1 GB RAM and 4GB 
speed and eff iciency is  indeed at full swing. ROM, calling for a super-swift usage experience. 
Symphony in this market has surely become one of The handset comes with 8MP rear camera, 2MP front 

the most popular brands to reckon with. Recently, it has camera and LED flash. With a 4.7 inch HD screen having a 
launched yet another handset, the powerful and super- resolution of 1280 by 720 pixels, the phone makes a satisfy-
slim Symphony ExplorerWl SO. ing attempt to bring things to life. 

Run with Android Jelly Bean 4.2.1 operating system, the Having so many exciting features packed on a beautiful 
7.9mm thick handset promises a rediscovery of the virtual handset, the price tag is indeed very reasonable: BDT 
world, with lightning speed ensur�-1,2 GHz (Qua��::). 16,990. 
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ClasSiCal music at Alliance Francaise 
LLIANCE Francaise is popular for its 
extracurricular-activities (no doubt) 
 — students have near unlimited 

freedom to explore their creativity to its 
fullest potential. The school hosts a wide 
assortment of classes ranging from 
advanced French to art, from photography, 
classical guitar, violin, piano lessons, to 
ballroom dancing -- the list goes on, offering 
something for everyone. Classical guitar is 
one class I ended up attending for nearly 
three years and I can honestly say that the 
experience was nothing short of  
memorable. 

The basic curriculum for learning the 
fun­damental principles of classical guitar 
lasts for one year, but if students wish, they 
can stay for much longer to learn more. 
One year consists of four sessions of three 
months and anyone can join at any time of 
the year, given that it falls on the month 
where the sessions 

initiate. 
Beginners are given to study from the 

book 'The First Guitar Milestone' by Sveinn 
Eythorsson, which is usually finished in five or 
six months, depending on the dexterity and 
determination of students. During this time, 
students are made to learn and identify differ­
ent kinds of notes, play a few basic chords, 
note the variations between rest strokes and 
free strokes, and also get to play few composi­
tions as well, most notably the popular 
Christmas carol, Greensleeves. 

With a time slot of one hour for different 
batches, the classes are taught by lftekhar 
Anwar, a very much admired and helpful • 
teacher. The intermediate sessions follow the 
young guitarists into much harder and well­
known compositions as they tackle pieces of 
famous classical guitarists of all generations 
such as Sebastian Bach, Carcassi, Francisco 

Tarego, Mozart, etc. More advanced tech­
niques of finger style playing, learning pull­
offs, hammers and harmonisation and playing 
d;fferent scales are taught in an effort to make 
students play harder compositions with more 
flexibility and much more easily. 

Students even get the opportunity to learn 
compositions from other well-known artists 
of the popular culture such as Beatles and 
others. 

Another great feature of Alliance Francaise 
Classical Guitar classes is after every three 
months, students get to perform in their very 
own concert, hosted usually at the 

. Dhandmondi building. Students from Uttara 
and Gulshan branches also join to create a 
memorable, fun night of showcasing their 
hidden talents and playing a variety of com­
positions on their guitars for hours at a stretch. 

Students have also performed together as 

Available@ pharmacies 

A review 
orchestras, playing a variety of compositions 
simultaneously and in sync, to create overall 
outstanding music. Parents and other gue�ts •• 
are welcome to join them in the auditorium to 
proudly watch their children or loved ones 
play such refined and sophisticated music. 
Plus, these monthly concerts allow students 
to branch out from their stage fright and 
nervousness and improve their playing in 
front of a large number of people. 

In Dhaka, where options are few and far 
between when it comes to having extracurric­
ular activities, Alliance Francaise definitely 
stands out as a paragon for providing the 
students very fun and innovative classes. The 
classical guitar classes have definitely paved 
the way for the students to learn something 
incredibly meaningful and also opened the 
Jl.(m.t:u.o�-�'R,IJ.sicians to kick off a career! 
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